
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

White honored with SPIE Early Career Achievement Award 
 

BELLINGHAM, Washington, USA – 10 April 2013 - Timothy J. White, US Air Force Research 

Laboratory, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, OH, USA, is the 2013 recipient of the Early 

Career Achievement Award in recognition of his innovative work in the development of light 

responsive materials and their employment as smart, remotely cued optically and 

mechanically adaptive devices. 

 
“Dr. White’s research has focused on photoresponsive liquid crystalline materials for “color-

tunable” optical devices and photomechanical transducers. He has pushed the state-of-the-

art in dynamic optical materials, based on photosensitive cholesteric liquid crystals 

materials, whose reflective properties can be modulated by a variety of stimuli including 

heat, electricity and light,” said James Grote, US Air Force Research Laboratory. “His 

research on photoresponsive liquid crystal polymers has resulted in the development of 

glassy materials capable of generating larger magnitude forces, greatly improving efficiency. 

This work led to Dr. White’s recent publication titled “Light-Induced Liquid Crystallinity,” 

which he was first and corresponding author on.” 

 

White has presented papers at both SPIE Photonics West and SPIE Optics and Photonics. He 

received the 2011 “Directors Jr. Force Award”, and the 2012 “Early Career Award” from the 

U.S. Air Force. 

 

SPIE Early Career Achievement Award is given annually to an early career professional in 

recognition of significant and innovative technical contributions to any of the engineering or 

scientific fields of interest to SPIE. The award is presented at an SPIE Conference devoted to 

the early career professional's field. An honorarium of $2,000.00 will be presented. 

 

For more information on this year’s recipient and past winners, visit 

http://spie.org/x7066.xml. 

 

SPIE presents several yearly awards that recognize outstanding individual and team 

technical accomplishments and meritorious service to the Society. SPIE urges you to 

nominate a colleague for his or her outstanding achievements. Nominations may be made 

through October 1 of any given year and are considered active for three years from the 

submission date. Visit SPIE.org/x1164.xml for instructions and nomination forms. 

 

SPIE is the international society for optics and photonics, a not-for-profit organization 

founded in 1955 to advance light-based technologies. The Society serves nearly 225,000 

constituents from approximately 150 countries, offering conferences, continuing education, 

books, journals, and a digital library in support of interdisciplinary information exchange, 

professional networking, and patent precedent. SPIE provided over $3.2 million in support 

of education and outreach programs in 2012. 
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